
 
 
 

ere’s hoping you all survived the start of another school year! 
 

The High School Counselor Workshop invitations have been created and 
sent to schools to either print and mail or email to their service area high 

school counselors. Workshops are scheduled at each institution 
during October or November so counselors can choose which 
event/location works best for them.  

• Casper College; October 11; 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
• Central Wyoming College; November 2; 9:00 a.m.-noon 
• Eastern Wyoming College; November 15; 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
• Gillette College; November 8; 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
• Laramie County Community College: TBD 
• Northwest College; October 16; 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
• Sheridan College; November 9; 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
• University of Wyoming: October 19; 9:00 a.m.-noon 
• Western Wyoming Community College; November 1; 8:00 a.m.-

3:00 p.m. (in conjunction with WWCC Admissions Department) 
 
We hope this new approach allows schools flexibility in scheduling while still 
presenting a unified WyASFAA message to high schools throughout the state. 
The deadline for RSVPs is October 1, and should be sent directly to the 
institution the counselor chooses to attend.  
 

On August 15 a motion to increase WyASFAA dues was emailed to members for comment. No discussion 
ensued, so a request for a vote on that motion was emailed to voting members on September 13 with responses 

due the following day. The result was a majority approval to increase dues in 2018 by $15, another $15 increase in 
2019, and a final $10 increase in 2020 so that over the course of three years we will have increased the membership 
dues from $60 to $100 per institution.  

 
Registration is still going for the 2017 RMASFAA Annual Conference October 15-18 in Wichita, KS. Early bird 

member registration is $275 through 9/22/17. See what sessions are being offered: 
rmasfaa.org/docs/conferences/2017/program.html  
Please note that there is a track specifically for Business/Fiscal Officers this year! 
 

      Register for the conference: http://rmasfaa.org/docs/toc_conferences.html 
      Reserve your room at the Hyatt Regency in Wichita: http://aws.passkey.com/go/RMASFAA2017 

 
The University of Wyoming recently posted a job opening for Director of Scholarships and Financial Aid. The 

deadline to apply is October 13. See  https://summitsearchsolutions.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/UW_DirScholarshipsFA_Profile.pdf for details. 
 
Important upcoming dates and deadlines: 

• September 25: Official FY 2014 Official Cohort Default Rates released 
• September 29: FISAP due 
• October 1: Gainful Employment Reporting Deadline (this is a Sunday, so 

perhaps mark your calendar for September 29). See Gainful Employment 
Electronic Announcement #107 

• October 1: 2018-2019 FAFSA available! 
 

If there are items you would like to see in next month’s newsletter, please let Susan Stephenson know by the 10th of the 
month: susan.stephenson@ewc.wy.edu. 
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Now onto our second school spotlight!   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Year established: 1966 
 
Financial Aid Staff: Scott McFarland, Director 

Tasha Plumb, Rustler Central Specialist, Federal Aid processing 
Michelle Scott, Rustler Central Specialist, Federal Aid processing 
Kathryn DeWitt, Rustler Central Specialist, Hathaway/Scholarships/Work Study 

 
Tell us a bit about your school: CWC’s total student enrollment is 2194. Nursing is our flagship program, but 
other top programs include Outdoor Education, Equine Studies, and Business. CWC is known for our overall 
outdoor experience, with some of our facilities nestled in Sinks Canyon of the Wind River Mountain Range.  
 
What is a favorite event or activity at your school? My favorite (and most likely the favorite of the 
majority of staff/faculty) is “Finals Feed.” The Monday evening of finals in the spring semester, we open up the 
Food Court and serve free food (all-you-can-eat pancakes, bacon, sausage, hash browns, etc.) to students until 
late evening. We cook, take orders, deliver meals to tables, and mingle with students to give them some 
encouragement as they go into their final week of the year.  
 
As the FA Director, what do you like about your institution? The staff at CWC are very positive and 
friendly, and most areas of the college feel like a family. It’s definitely more enjoyable to come in to work when 
you know you’ll be working with great people! 
 
What’s the best (or worst!) thing about working in your Financial Aid Office? 
Best: As mentioned above, the best aspect would definitely be the people.  
Worst: Government regulations!!!!!  Ughh…. 
 

Are there any unique or unusual facts/stories/legends about your school or in its history? 
We own Wyoming’s only public television network (Wyoming PBS), and we have a student-operated FM radio 
station (KCWC-FM). We also have an annual Hot Air Balloon rally in July, in which pilots from all over the country 
attend and put their balloons to flight!  
 

 
 

This month’s member highlight is CWC’s Rustler central Specialist, Michelle Scott! 
 
When asked about Michelle, Director Scott McFarland had this to say:  Michelle is a verification 
expert. She knows the regs better than I ever will! She’s also the most organized person you’ll ever meet in your 
life. She creates “cheat sheets” for pretty much everything under the sun, and then shares them with everyone, 
making life that much easier for each person in the office. Michelle is a joy to work with and goes above and 
beyond for each student who comes into her office.  
 
P.S. She also has a very intense “shed hunting” story that you should ask her about when you have the chance. 
It’s a doozy.  
 
 

 
 



How long have you been in financial aid? 
I’ve been at Central Wyoming College for four and a 
half years. I was originally hired as a Financial Aid Tech 
II (processed files), but the position title changed to 
Rustler Central Specialist with the opening of CWC’s 
One Stop – Rustler Central. I also worked at Lane 
Community College in Eugene, OR for 11 years as a 
Financial Aid Specialist. When LCC opened their One 
Stop all FA Specialists were cross-trained and became 
Financial Aid Advisors. I got my start in financial aid at 
Linn-Benton Community College in Albany, OR, where I 
worked for a year and a half as a Work-Study student. 
I’ve spent a total of 17 years in financial aid! 
 
What is your favorite and least favorite thing about 
your job?  
Favorite thing: Knowing that I am HELPING a student 
(by processing their FAFSA application).  Knowing I have 

assisted them with obtaining funds to help them pay for attending college. I also like doing verification!  
Least favorite thing: Telling a student they aren’t eligible for grants (they can get loans) or that they are ‘Canceled.’  
 
What are your hobbies, talents and/or quirks?  
My hobbies include reading, traveling, shed hunting and spending time with family and friends. Talents: I wish! I 
try to sing, dance and paint (my kids 
give me the strangest looks 
sometimes)…  Quirks: Getting lost in 
the middle of the wilderness while 
elk shed hunting on Green 
Mountain. Game and Fish says 
there are “no wolves up there!” YES 
there are!  All I can say is: ALWAYS 
have your OWN backpack with 
water and survival items!  Take your 
cell phone (EVEN if you think you 
won’t have service)!  Thank 
goodness for Search & Rescue! 

 
 

What is something you wish you knew more about?  
Painting (I love to go to these Paint & Create classes) – sometimes my 
creative painting doesn’t look quite right… but I keep going and my technique 
is getting better (I think!) 
 

What is something you like to do “the old-fashioned way” and why?  
Bake cinnamon rolls! it is fun to clean off the counter and get to work… 
mixing, rolling out the dough, adding the melted butter and cinnamon and 
sugar, rolling and cutting, baking – and finally, when they come out of the 
oven….add the homemade icing – time to eat!  I also love the YUMMY smells 
in the house from fresh-baked cinnamon rolls! 
 

Michelle Scott 

Michelle, above center, with her daughters showing off their painting skills. 
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